
 

Classroom News

September 23-27 

October 2 
Walk to School Day 

October 14 
No School - Columbus Day 

October 25 
October Book Orders Due! 

(optional) 

October 31 
Halloween & Classroom Party 

+Sign-up for parent teacher conferences! 

*Please make sure your child has 
recorder for music and a pair of 

headphones here at school 

Remindersw x

Reading/ELA 
Reading Focus: Main Idea and Details 
 The past two weeks, we have been working on determining the main idea and 
details of a text and how to identify the main idea text structure. Common words in a 
main idea text include, for example, also, one reason, for instance, such as, etc. Using 
single and multi-paragraphs texts, we have been determining the topic, main idea, key 
details and overall “essential” main idea of a text. This is a hard skill for students.  
 It has been wonderful to tie this structure and the passages we’ve been reading 
into our writing unit. I feel that the kids have a better understanding of how to structure 
their reports and include main ideas and details for each of their subtopics. While we are 
moving on to the compare and contrast structure next week, we will continue to work on 
main idea within reading and writing.  

Current Read Aloud: Among The Hidden 

Writing 
The Essential Questions we addressed in writing this week were: 
• How can authors organize the facts in their reports? 
• How can authors hook readers so that they will want to read their report?  
• How can authors use topic and concluding sentences to organize their information?  
•
Our class has starting working on their first draft of their informational reports. They 
are currently working on taking their paraphrased facts and turning them into 
paragraphs to teach someone about their topic.  

Math 
The math focus this week 
has been on… 
• Fluently adding and 

subtracting multi-digit 
whole numbers using the 
standard algorithm. 

Social Studies 
This week we took a 
closer look at the state 
we live in. After having 
learned about landforms, 
we learned about some of 
the landforms that can be 
found in Illinois and 
created maps. These maps 
include landforms and 
major cities found in 
Illinois as well as our 
surrounding states.  

Learning Focus

x
After having our book tasting a few weeks ago, the kids 
were able to get a taste for a few different genres. Mrs. 
Peterson thought of a great follow up project and invited 
us to do a Genre Poster Project in the LLC. Mrs. Peterson 
presented the class with information on a variety of 
genres and their characteristics, and then had students 
randomly select a genre. Then, they chose Google Slides or 
Canva to create a poster advertisement to promote 
reading a specific genre. Their posters had to include a 
definition of the genre, a way to hook a reader and 
examples of books titles. These posters turned out 
awesome and will be hanging up in the LLC in the future! 

A note from Mrs. Fitzw x




